
It has been another positive week across our two schools, following a lovely community occasion

last weekend. Children from both Fen Ditton and Marleigh entered some of the children’s

categories at the Fen Ditton Village Show, and it was wonderful to see their work displayed and

celebrated. Opportunities like these matter: they connect our children with the community

around them and give them another place in which to participate, contribute and feel proud.

This week, I also want to highlight something very simple that makes a significant difference to a

child’s school day: being on time. Teaching begins promptly at 8:50am, which means that any

minutes after this point are minutes of learning missed. Arriving on time also gives children the

best opportunity to settle into the classroom, connect with the adults and children around them

and begin their learning calmly and confidently.

That sense of connection is particularly important as we continue to embed The Good Morning

Club (TGMC) across our schools. TGMC is a research-backed approach to behaviour, emotional

literacy, regulation and engagement. It helps us to think about what may sit behind children’s

behaviour and gives adults and children practical strategies for building connection,

understanding emotions and regulating effectively. Two of its key principles capture this

particularly well: “Connection over Correction” and “Regulate to Educate” — recognising that

children are much better placed to learn when they feel connected, safe and emotionally ready

to do so. 

One of the TGMC routines we have introduced this term is “Say Hey Your Way”. You may have

noticed children being offered different ways to greet the adult welcoming them into their

classroom each morning. It is a deliberately small but important moment of connection: children

have some agency over how they say hello, while every child receives the message that we have

noticed you, we are pleased you are here and you belong here.

So, our message this week is be here, be on time and be ready to connect. Those first few

minutes of the morning really do matter — for relationships, routines, regulation and, ultimately,

learning.

18 Sep 2026

Headteacher’s insight

Contents:
Headteacher’s insight
News from our
classrooms
Events and reminders

Mrs Emily Thompson
Executive Headteacher

Mrs Thompson 



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/SzX7V2EMe8


Curriculum Overviews and Class Pages
We have published our Curriculum Overviews, you can view them by visiting your
child’s class page on our website and scrolling to the downloads section at the
bottom.

Class pages have lots of useful information including timetables, PE days and
upcoming class trips.

It’s also the place you can quickly access online forms such as reporting medical
appointments/sickness and requesting term time absence.

https://marleighprimary.org/


School Clubs -  Autumn 2026
There are still spaces left, book today to start next week!

All clubs are after school 3:15 -4:15 unless stated otherwise. Clubs cost £30 per
term, or free to Pupil Premium children. Both paying and free places must be
booked via MyChildAtSchool to secure a space. Contact the office if you have
trouble logging into MCAS. Clubs this term are available to KS2 children.



Reminder to bring coats
Please remember to bring coats and other
appropriate clothing for children as we transition into
the cooler and wetter months.



What a fantastic start we have had in Nursery! The children have been busy settling
into our school routines, getting to know their surroundings and making lots of new
friends. It has been wonderful to see their confidence growing as they explore, play
and learn together.

We have enjoyed Forest School adventures, including going on bug hunts and
discovering the wonderful creatures that live in our outdoor environment. The children
have been fascinated by what they have found and have loved talking about their
discoveries.

Our outdoor area has been a particular favourite, especially our new construction
area. The children have been busy building, creating and working together,
developing their imagination and problem-solving skills along the way. 
Back in the classroom, we have been getting creative with paint and playdough,
exploring different colours, textures and ways to express our ideas. Most importantly,
there has been lots of happy play, laughter and learning as the children begin their
Nursery journey.

We are so proud of how well everyone has settled in and are looking forward to all the
adventures and learning to come! 

Caterpillars Class



The Butterflies have had another wonderful week and have settled in so well! This
week, we have been exploring the book Journey, and the children have loved using
their imaginations to build big towers and castles, just like in the story. During Busy
Learning Time, they have enjoyed exploring lots of different activities and learning
alongside their friends. We have also started handwriting, and the children have been
fantastic at joining in with activities to develop their fine motor skills, including
threading with ribbon.

Butterflies Class

A little reminder: Your child is welcome

to bring a snack to school. Please make

sure it is small, healthy and nut-free.
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