
17 Oct 2025

Headteacher’s insight
As we approach the final week of this first half term, it’s hard to believe how quickly the time has flown by!

With the weather turning colder, it’s been lovely to see children embracing the change of season while

continuing to show great energy and enthusiasm for learning.

This week, a huge well done goes to the KS2 children who represented our school so brilliantly at the

recent cross-country event. Competing against four other schools, they demonstrated fantastic effort,

perseverance, and sportsmanship—we’re all incredibly proud of them. Year 5 continue to make excellent

progress in their weekly swimming lessons, and it’s wonderful to see their growing confidence and skill in

the water.

Across the school, we’ve been so impressed by the creativity and engagement shown in homework

activities. The thought, imagination, and pride children are putting into their work at home is really shining

through—thank you for the support you continue to give.

Next week, we’re looking forward to our first STEM days of the year, which will feature exciting hands-on

learning opportunities and online safety workshops for all children in Years 1–6. We’ll also be hosting

Online Safety Workshops for parents and carers on Thursday 23rd (4:30–5:30pm at Marleigh) and

Friday 24th (9:00–9:45am at Fen Ditton)—we hope many of you can join us to explore how we can work

together to keep children safe and confident online.

Finally, a big thank you to our wonderful PTFA for all their support this term and for organising the

Halloween Trail event taking place over the half term. It promises to be a fun and creative way for families

to get involved—perfect for the spooky season ahead!

 Wishing everyone a fantastic final week of term and a well-deserved, enjoyable half-term break.

Contents:
Headteacher’s insight
News from our
classrooms
Events and reminders

Mrs Emily Thompson
Executive Headteacher

Mrs Thompson 



Owls Class

News from our classrooms

This week in Owls Class, year 4 and 5 have been
busy exploring music, science, and maths in
some really exciting ways! In music, we have
been learning to play 'Somewhere Over the
Rainbow' on the glockenspiel. 

In science, the class investigated how the
distance of a light source affects the size of
shadows by moving lights closer and farther
away from objects. In maths, the pupils worked
on their addition and subtraction fluency using
chalk on our playground. Lots of learning in
different ways, well done this week Owls! 



This week, we’ve been learning all about patterns in Maths. The children have enjoyed
creating their own repeating patterns using natural objects such as leaves, sticks, and
stones during our outdoor learning time. We also had fun making sound patterns using
musical instruments and body percussion – ask your child if they can clap or tap a pattern
for you at home! 
 
In Art, we’ve been looking at self-portraits. The children learnt about the key features to
include, such as eyes, nose, mouth, and hair, and discussed how to add detail to make
their pictures more realistic. They all worked carefully and thoughtfully on their own
portraits – we can’t wait to display them in our classroom! 
 
In Phonics this week, we have been learning the sounds 'm' and 'd'. The children have
impressed us with how well they are beginning to use these sounds when reading and
writing simple words like mat, mad, and sad. Keep practising at home to build their
confidence!  

Butterflies Class



During Busy Learning Time, many children chose to den build outside, showing fantastic
teamwork as they communicated, shared ideas, and problem-solved together. It’s been
lovely to see them supporting one another and celebrating their creations.  

In Literacy, the children have been reading the book Oi Frog! and exploring the concept
of rhyme. They have enjoyed finding rhyming pairs throughout the story and have been
very creative coming up with their own alternative rhymes. This has been a fun way to
develop their listening skills. 
Reading Reminder 

Please remember to send your child’s reading book and reading record into school every
day. This helps us ensure your child has an opportunity to share their book with an adult
during the week, which will support their progress. 

... continued



This week in Dragonflies we have been working hard as we head towards the end of our
first half term. In English we have been planning our own stories, thinking carefully about
interesting characters and exciting settings to bring them to life. In science we’ve been
learning more about food chains and how animals and plants depend on each other to
survive. 

The children have shown great curiosity and enthusiasm in their learning, and we’re really
proud of how much they’ve achieved this half term.

Dragonflies Class



Pupils from Marleigh Primary Academy were invited to attend Stapleford Granary to take part
in a 60-minute immersive musical and theatrical experience. 

Guided by an experienced team of artists and practitioners from Anglian Learning and
Stapleford Granary, The Tin Forest encourages pupils to step inside the story through
movement, listening, sound, and song. From mechanical birds and human sound machines
to body percussion and choral singing, pupils became part of the story itself.

All pupils who took part contributed beautifully to the unique showcase and should be proud
of their creativity and collaboration with other primary schools from across Anglian Learning.
We are thankful to Kate Romano, CEO and Co-Artistic Director of Stapleford Granary, for
providing our pupils with this aspirational opportunity, to Emma Mason, Music Subject Lead
at Linton Heights Junior School (a Lead School for the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Music Education Hub (MEH), for successfully leading the event and to all staff for helping to
prepare pupils for their performances and supporting on the day.

You can read more about the immersive musical experience here.

This project evolved from The Small Grains twinning project between Stapleford Community
Primary School and Stapleford Granary. You can read more about this here: Small Grains
Report | Insights from Stapleford Granary

Laura Rawlings
Deputy Director of Primary Education at Anglian Learning

Anglian Learning’s primary schools join forces
with Stapleford Granary for Inspire25

https://anglianlearning.org/primary-schools-join-forces-with-stapleford-granary-for-inspire25/
https://www.staplefordgranary.org.uk/whats-on/courses/art-courses/small-grains-report
https://www.staplefordgranary.org.uk/whats-on/courses/art-courses/small-grains-report




As part of the Mental Health strand of our Belonging by Design strategy, Anglian Learning is
pleased to be offering a series of free webinars across this academic year for parents and
carers.

These webinars are an important way for us to launch Anglian Learning's early-intervention
approach to supporting young people’s mental health and wellbeing. By working in
partnership with families and professionals, we aim to strengthen understanding, build
resilience and promote positive mental health across our school communities.

The ‘Mental Health: It’s Not All In The Mind’ webinar series shares practical, evidence-based
strategies, grounded in the latest research and medical understanding, to support your own
and your children’s mental health. Topics include: what causes depression, how everyday
factors can affect our wellbeing, and ways to create opportunities for positive behaviour
change.

The webinars are presented by Peter Templeton and Charlotte Catignani from The
Foundation for Young People’s Mental Health, whose work is rooted in scientific research
and real-world practice. You can read more about their work and research by clicking here.
Recordings will be shared via email and will also be available on your school’s website. We
hope you find these webinars helpful in understanding and supporting mental health within
your family.

Camilla Saunders
Director of Inclusion at Anglian Learning

Belonging by Design: Mental Health

Mental Health: It’s Not All In The Mind

Further reading:
·MindEd For Families
·How to talk to teenagers about mental health
·How to talk to primary age pupils about mental health

·Movement and mental health - Mental Health UK
·Food and mental health | Tips for everyday living | Mind

·Depression - It's really not all in the mind | YPMH

https://anglianlearning.org/belonging-by-design/mental-health/
https://www.ypmh.org/
https://www.mindedforfamilies.org.uk/young-people
https://d1uw1dikibnh8j.cloudfront.net/media/11478/secondary-parents-leaflet-final-proofed-april-2020.pdf
https://d1uw1dikibnh8j.cloudfront.net/media/11396/tmh-parent-leaflet-final-web-updated-by-ed-april-2020.pdf
https://mentalhealth-uk.org/help-and-information/movement/
https://mentalhealth-uk.org/help-and-information/movement/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/food-and-mental-health/
https://www.ypmh.org/ypmh-publications/depression-its-really-not-all-in-the-mind/


Katia  - Owls
Sissy  - Owls

Didi - Caterpillars
Emma - Dragonflies

Turing Johnson Einstein Cartwright

249 140 158 275

House Point Totals

School photos: Date change
Individual school photos have been moved to Friday 24  October. th

Flu vaccination consents
We recently forwarded the consent form for flu vaccinations, please note you must complete
the form even if you do NOT consent for the vaccination at school. The school doesn’t
manage consents, these go straight to the vaccination team. We cannot pass on your
consent, it must come from you.









Autumn term 2025
Thursday 4th September to Friday 24th October
Half term: Monday 27th October – 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November to Friday 19th December
Christmas holidays: Monday 22nd December to
Tuesday 6th Jan

Spring term 2026
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20
February
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March to Friday
10th April

Summer term 2026
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May
Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July
Summer Holiday: Monday 20th July onwards

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September
Wednesday 3rd September
Monday 3rd November
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Term Dates 2025/26

For 2026/27 dates see our website

https://www.facebook.com/MarleighPA/
https://marleighprimary.org/parents/term-dates/


Key Dates for Autumn 2025/26

Tue 21st Oct
Nursery stay and play session - all parents and carers welcome straight after drop off AM
or PM

Wed 22nd Oct Year 1 and 2 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 23rd Oct STEM day

Thu 23rd Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 5pm at Marleigh - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 9am at Fen Ditton - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct
Individual School Photos
Last day of Autumn 1 half term

Mon 27th Oct
to Mon 3rd
Nov

Half term holiday - PTFA Halloween trail



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Tue 4th Nov First day of Autumn 2 for all children

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Mon 10th to
Fri 14th Nov

EYFS National Nursery Rhyme week

Tue 11th
Nov

Remembrance Day - all children invite to wear a poppy if they wish to

Wed 12th
Nov

Badgers Year 6 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 12th
Nov

Panathlon sports festival - 12 children will be invited to attend - during the school
day

Wed 12th
Nov

Butterflies Year R Stay and Play - all parents and carers welcome straight after
morning drop off 8:50-9:30am

Tues 18th
Nov

Flu vaccination

Wed 19th
Nov

Owls Year 4/5 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 19th
Nov

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children during school day

Wed 26th
Nov

Squirrels Year 3/4 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 26th
Nov

Butterflies Reception sporting experience - all children, during school day

Wed 3rd Dec
Yoga festival - 12 Year 3 and 4 children will be invited to attend - during school
day

Thu 4th Dec PTFA Festive Fayre - 3:30-5pm - all parents, carers and family welcome

Mon 8th Dec Butterflies Reception Nativity - all parents and carers welcome 2:15

Wed 10th
Dec

Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 11th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 2:15pm

Fri 12th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 9:15am



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Fri 12th Dec
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day - All children invited to attend school
wearing non uniform that includes a Christmas or Winter jumper - Families invited
to make a donation through our JustGiving page

Mon 15th
Dec

KS2 (Year 3,4,5 and 6) Church carol concert - all parents and carers welcome 2pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Nursery Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 2:30pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Wed 17th
Dec

Christmas dinner for children

Thu 18th
Dec

Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 3pm

Fri 19th Dec Last day of Autumn 2 half term


