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Headteacher’s insight
As October arrives, it’s hard to believe we’re already heading into the final three weeks of this half term.

The weather has certainly kept us guessing—heavy rain one day, glorious sunshine the next, with chilly

spells and even a few glimmers of summer warmth. It’s been a true mix of seasons!

Across both Marleigh and Fen Ditton, our Friday celebration assemblies continue to be a joyful part of our

week. We’ve loved sharing the wide range of out-of-school achievements our children have brought in—

from star gymnast awards and martial arts gradings to summer camp successes. These moments of pride

help us build a strong, supportive school community, and we encourage families to keep sending in these

wonderful stories. They mean so much to us and to the children.

A huge thank you to all families who supported our recent Macmillan fundraising efforts. Thanks to your

generosity, we were able to make a collective donation of £200 to this important cause. Your support

makes a real difference, and we are incredibly grateful.

Looking ahead, we’re excited to be launching our first STEM Days of the academic year:

Marleigh – Thursday 23rd October

Fen Ditton – Friday 24th October

Children from Year 1 to Year 6 will take part in a range of engaging and challenging learning activities

designed to spark curiosity and creativity. As part of these days, we’re pleased to offer online safety

workshops for every child, led by Eduthing, helping them navigate the digital world safely and confidently.

We’re also inviting parents and carers to attend one of our Online Safety Workshops:

Thursday 23rd October at 4:30pm – Marleigh

Friday 24th October at 9:15am – Fen Ditton

Both sessions are open to families from either school. There’s no need to book—just come along! These

workshops are a great opportunity to learn more about the ever-changing online landscape and how we

can support our children to use technology positively and safely. We are grateful to the two PTFAs for their

financial support for these workshops for the children and families. 
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...continued
And finally from me—have you seen the chance to order your school tea towel? The children have worked

so hard on their self-portraits, and the finished product will make a lovely keepsake or gift. The deadline for

orders is Thursday 23rd October, and payments can be made via MCAS.

Wishing you all a productive and joyful start to October!

Mrs Emily Thompson
Executive Headteacher

Mrs Thompson 



This week in Butterflies Class, the children have been
busy exploring lots of exciting new learning! In phonics,
they have learnt the sounds t and i and have been
practising using them in their early writing, sounding out
simple words and proudly having a go at writing them
down. 

In maths, the children have enjoyed sorting buttons into
different groups, carefully looking at their shapes, sizes,
and colours. They were challenged to make up their own
rules for sorting, which led to some very creative ideas
and great teamwork. 

Butterflies Class

News from our classrooms

In Science we have been looking closely at minibeasts, describing their features and
comparing them with other minibeasts. The children drew some great pictures and
were able to talk about them in lots of detail. 

During RE, the children have been learning about how we can care for others, both in
school and in the wider community. They spent time thinking about how we can show
kindness through our actions and words, and it was wonderful to hear the thoughtful
and caring suggestions they came up with. 

Overall, it has been a week full of curiosity, creativity, and kindness. Well done
Butterflies Class!  



This week in Dragonflies we have enjoyed lots of new learning. Our English lessons
focused on writing character descriptions of the Colour Monster, thinking carefully about
how he looks and feels. Computing took us on a tour of the school as we hunted for all
the different places computers are used. 

In maths we began a new unit on addition and subtraction, while in science we explored
habitats with a focus on woodlands and the animals and plants that live there. PE gave us
the chance to practise our ball skills, especially dribbling and keeping control.

Dragonflies Class



This week, the Owls have been busy investigating how shadows change throughout the
day! We replicated the suns movements using torches and marked the length of the
shadows at different intervals. 

 Like true scientists, we reflected on the reliability of our tests and discussed how we can
make our shadow tests more trustworthy. We are on our way to being true light and
shadow experts!

Owls Class



It can be a worrying time when you notice your child may be struggling with their mental
health or wellbeing. Please do reach out to the school, or get in touch with one of the
options below if you are noticing:

Your child has worries which last more than a few weeks
Their sleep, appetite, or friendships are affected  
Your child doesn’t enjoy activities they normally like  
Their school attendance begins to drop

Everyday Wellbeing Support for Children
Open conversations – check in regularly with how your child is feeling, listen without
judgement, and reassure children that feelings (happy or sad) are normal.
Healthy routines – consistent sleep, regular meals, and limited screen time are powerful
for mood regulation.

Family time – shared meals, games, or walks strengthen connection and security.
· Calm spaces – create a “safe space” at home where your child can relax, read, or use
calming tools that work for them.

Modelling coping strategies – show children how you manage stress (i.e. taking deep
breaths or going for a walk).

Getting Mental Health Support for Your Child



...continued
There are now three different self-referral options available to children, and their parents
and carers in Cambridgeshire:

🔹 Mental Health Support Teams (MHST)
For mild-to-moderate worries, anxiety, or low mood.
Focuses on early help and practical strategies.
Mainly work with parents to help them to support their child, rather than working with
the child directly
Parents can now self-refer directly (new).

Click here for more information or to make a self-referral for your child.

🔹 YOUnited
For more ongoing or complex mental health needs.
Supports children and young people aged 5–17 with issues such as anxiety,
depression, or behavioural challenges.
Families can self-refer without going through a GP

Click here for more information or to make a self-referral for your child.

🔹 EIFA (Early Intervention Family Advisor)
School-based support for families.
Helps with parenting strategies, behaviour at home, and early challenges before they
escalate.
Parents can self-refer directly to your child’s EIFA linked to our school.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcambspborochildrenshealth.nhs.uk%2Fservices%2Fcambridgeshire-and-peterborough-emotional-health-and-wellbeing-service%2Fcambridgeshire-and-peterborough-mental-health-support-teams%2Freferral-form-for-the-mental-health-support-team%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camabrouk%40marleighprimary.org%7Cfdfcc17bbc0a416f6c3f08de00f44cb2%7C8ba393df16e348e985d812aa9418ab73%7C0%7C0%7C638949246425352719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V27V4N2m0z5%2Fz%2F6xd8YDfPBX3ZCiECBsGPhVrXoxbck%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcambspborochildrenshealth.nhs.uk%2Fservices%2Fcambridgeshire-and-peterborough-emotional-health-and-wellbeing-service%2Fcambridgeshire-and-peterborough-mental-health-support-teams%2Freferral-form-for-the-mental-health-support-team%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camabrouk%40marleighprimary.org%7Cfdfcc17bbc0a416f6c3f08de00f44cb2%7C8ba393df16e348e985d812aa9418ab73%7C0%7C0%7C638949246425394886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bizn4YwfYgj44w2ZKjCKgw1hbTjDREESn3EVNtCsKsE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpft.nhs.uk%2Fyounited-self-referral%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camabrouk%40marleighprimary.org%7Cfdfcc17bbc0a416f6c3f08de00f44cb2%7C8ba393df16e348e985d812aa9418ab73%7C0%7C0%7C638949246425429529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c%2BtpOF%2FWWCcOTvTd9Uu5o4dRj6VHK41p4ycF0%2FVeuiU%3D&reserved=0


Order before the 22  October Deadlinend

Pre-order Your 2025 Marleigh Tea Towel
Keepsake
Following on from the success of last year’s tea towels, we’re pleased to announce your
child will be drawing their self-portrait again for this year’s edition! The tea towel will feature
self-portraits from all children across every class, making it a wonderful gift and keepsake of
their time at Marleigh.

Tea towels are available for just £8 each, and you can order as many as you like via My
Child At School > Products. Orders will be delivered to the school and distributed to
children before the end of the Autumn Term—just in time for Christmas!

How to order

Log into My Child At School
Find Products > Tea Towels
Add to basket!

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin


Gabriella - Dragonflies

Turing Johnson Einstein Cartwright

128 140 141 190

House Point Totals

Donate to us when buying books!

Anyone can order from the Scholastic Shop! Whether you’re a teacher, a parent, or a
current or former student, any order over £10 you place on the Scholastic Shop will help
you support your school.

Simply choose from the thousands of the books and education resources on our website
and select your chosen school at checkout, and we’ll donate 20% of your total order value
back to the school in Rewards.

Don’t forget to visit our book
fair running every day after
school until 7  Oct.th

There are a wide range of
new and exciting books to
choose from. No cash
required, all payments made
online via a QR code. We
look forward to seeing you
there!

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/


Events and reminders

4D Dance had a great first day yesterday
with lots of sign-ups from Nursery - Year 4,
they would love to see some Year 5 and 6
pupils too!

Lost property is now in the foyer in front

of the office, come and look through the

items any time during school hours.

PTFA Quality Used Uniform The rail to

purchase good quality used uniform can

be accessed every day at both drop-off

and collection via the gate next to the

office. 

https://www.4d-dance.co.uk/4d-dance-marleigh
https://www.4d-dance.co.uk/4d-dance-marleigh


https://forms.gle/Y4Eb7S2KPAzxnQqN9




https://marleighprimary.org/2025/09/16/reception-open-day-2026-27/


Autumn term 2025
Thursday 4th September to Friday 24th October
Half term: Monday 27th October – 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November to Friday 19th December
Christmas holidays: Monday 22nd December to
Tuesday 6th Jan

Spring term 2026
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20
February
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March to Friday
10th April

Summer term 2026
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May
Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July
Summer Holiday: Monday 20th July onwards

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September
Wednesday 3rd September
Monday 3rd November
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Term Dates 2025/26

https://www.facebook.com/MarleighPA/


Key Dates for Autumn 2025/26

Wed 1st to
Wed 8th Oct

Book Fair in school - Families invited to buy books from the fair as gifts or for own
children to enjoy and in turn we generate credit to purchase new books for our library.

Wed 8th Oct Year 3 and 4 Sporting experience - all children, during school day

Mon 13th and
Tue 14th Oct

Harvest - Donations for local food hub to be brought in to school

Wed 15th Oct
KS2 Cross Country tournament - 24 children will be invited to attend - during the school
day

Tue 21st Oct School Photos (individual photos) all school

Tue 21st Oct
Nursery stay and play session - all parents and carers welcome straight after drop off AM
or PM

Wed 22nd Oct Year 1 and 2 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 23rd Oct STEM day

Thu 23rd Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 5pm at Marleigh - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 9am at Fen Ditton - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct Last day of Autumn 1 half term

Mon 27th Oct
to Mon 3rd
Nov

Half term holiday - PTFA Halloween trail



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Tue 4th Nov First day of Autumn 2 for all children

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Mon 10th to
Fri 14th Nov

EYFS National Nursery Rhyme week

Tue 11th
Nov

Remembrance Day - all children invite to wear a poppy if they wish to

Wed 12th
Nov

Badgers Year 6 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 12th
Nov

Panathlon sports festival - 12 children will be invited to attend - during the school
day

Wed 12th
Nov

Butterflies Year R Stay and Play - all parents and carers welcome straight after
morning drop off 8:50-9:30am

Tues 18th
Nov

Flu vaccination

Wed 19th
Nov

Owls Year 4/5 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 19th
Nov

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children during school day

Wed 26th
Nov

Squirrels Year 3/4 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 26th
Nov

Butterflies Reception sporting experience - all children, during school day

Wed 3rd Dec
Yoga festival - 12 Year 3 and 4 children will be invited to attend - during school
day

Thu 4th Dec PTFA Festive Fayre - 3:30-5pm - all parents, carers and family welcome

Mon 8th Dec Butterflies Reception Nativity - all parents and carers welcome 2:15

Wed 10th
Dec

Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 11th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 2:15pm

Fri 12th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 9:15am



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Fri 12th Dec
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day - All children invited to attend school
wearing non uniform that includes a Christmas or Winter jumper - Families invited
to make a donation through our JustGiving page

Mon 15th
Dec

KS2 (Year 3,4,5 and 6) Church carol concert - all parents and carers welcome 2pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Nursery Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 2:30pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 18th
Dec

Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 3pm

Fri 19th Dec Last day of Autumn 2 half term


