
26 Sep 2025

Headteacher’s insight
It has been another busy and productive week in school, and I am so proud of the way our children

continue to embrace their learning. We are really beginning to see a shift in attitudes towards challenge –

pupils are not only willing to step outside their comfort zones but are actively seeking out opportunities to

push themselves further. This growing resilience is wonderful to see and something we will continue to

nurture across all areas of school life.

A particular highlight this week has been celebrating some outstanding home learning. The creativity, effort

and thought that children are putting into their responses is truly impressive, and it is such a joy to see their

hard work proudly shared in class. Thank you for the encouragement and support you give at home, which

makes such a difference.

I would also like to remind families of the importance of regular times tables practice. Tools such as Times

Table Rock Stars can make this both fun and effective, and just a few minutes each day can have a real

impact on children’s fluency and confidence in maths.

Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome the Book Fair to school next week. These events are always a

wonderful way to inspire a love of reading, and every purchase you make helps us to earn commission

which we can spend on new books for our school. Thank you in advance for your support – it really does

benefit all of our children.

Wishing you all a restful weekend.

Mrs Emily Thompson
Executive Headteacher

Mrs Thompson 
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It’s been another exciting week in class, filled with learning, laughter, and creativity!
Here’s a quick snapshot of what we’ve been up to:

Rocket Phonics: Exploring the Sound ‘p'
We’ve continued our journey with Rocket Phonics, and this week, the spotlight was on
the letter ‘p'. Last week, we mastered the letter ‘m’, and this week we’ve been exploring
the world of ‘p’ Our little learners are making great strides as they become more
confident with their letter sounds.

Maths: Learning About Less and More
In Maths, we’ve been discovering the concepts of less and more. The children are really
enjoying hands-on activities, and the highlight has been our class shop! Mrs. Houlder set
up a fantastic shop where the children get to practice sorting, counting, and comparing
prices. It’s a great way to make maths come alive!

Autumn Fun in the Mud Kitchen
The autumn season is here, and our mud kitchen is buzzing with creativity! The children
have been crafting beautiful autumnal creations, using natural materials to make leaves,
conkers, and even mud pies. It’s a wonderful way to learn about the changing seasons
through stories and imaginative play.

PSED: Routines, Routines, Routines
In PSED (Personal, Social, and Emotional Development), we’ve been working on
embedding our understanding of daily routines. Knowing what comes next in our day
helps the children feel safe, confident, and ready to learn. It’s been lovely to see how the
children are becoming more independent and confident as they navigate our classroom
routines.

Caterpillars Class
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Reminders:

Home Learning: For this week’s Home Learning, please check Tapestry for all the
details. We’d love to see your child’s progress, so don’t forget to share any photos of
their learning and creations at home!

Apples for Snack-time: A quick reminder to please slice your child’s apples before
sending them in for snack-time. This helps the children enjoy their snacks more easily
and safely

...continued

If your child is due to start school in

Sep 2026 you need to apply for a place.

It is important that you make your

application by 15 January 2026. Late

applications have a lower priority than all

on-time applications. More information

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school


We have had lots of fun with our learning this week!
In Maths, we have been comparing numbers using the words more, same and fewer. The
children have been practising carefully and showing great reasoning skills. In English, we
have been exploring Cave Baby’s feelings to help us get ready to write our own diary
entries. To immerse ourselves in the story, we even pretended to make our very own
cave paintings—it was messy, creative and lots of fun. In Computing, we have been
learning how to log onto a computer using our own ID and password, as well as
practising how to use a mouse. Some children had their very first go on the library
computers this week. It was tricky at first, but everyone showed fantastic resilience and
kept trying.
Well done, Ladybirds, for all of your enthusiasm and hard work—you should all feel very
proud!

Ladybirds Class



This week in Squirrels Class, our science lesson was about reflective materials. We
looked at different objects including metal spoons, tins and foil and tried to draw our
reflections from them! We also had fun with mirrors, looking at how light from the
windows, the lights on the ceiling and from torches reflect off the mirrors and made shiny
patterns on the walls. 

Squirrels Class

In music we have been
learning the song ‘Put On
Your Gumboots!’ from South
Africa, and have been
practicing playing the tune on
the glockenspiels. 

We watched a video of people
performing a gumboot tune
using only their wellies and
body percussion to make the
sounds, and had a go at
creating our own! 



What a brilliant week it’s been in Year 6!
In Science, we became water engineers, experimenting with filtration. Using different
materials, we designed and tested our own filters to see how well they could clean dirty
water. There was lots of problem-solving and creativity on show! In History, we continued
our work on the Vikings, this time investigating their impressive trade routes. We
discovered how far they travelled and the huge variety of goods they traded across
Europe and beyond.

In RE, we explored how Christianity was influenced by Martin Luther and Henry VIII,
discussing how their actions brought about lasting change in the church. 

Outside the classroom, some of us proudly represented Marleigh at a multi-schools
football tournament. Every player gave their best, and the team spirit and support from
the sidelines made us really proud. Meanwhile, others worked with Mrs Nicholls on an
exciting project: creating a “Day in the Life of a Year 6 at Marleigh”.

To finish the week, we spent Thursday afternoon with our Reception buddies. We shared
stories, enjoyed team-building games, and even joined in some singing with Mr Madden -
it was a wonderful chance to bond across year groups. Well done, Badgers - what a week
of teamwork, curiosity, and fun!

Badgers Class



Parent Workshop: Online Safety with
Eduthing – Part of Our STEM Days!
As part of our exciting STEM Days programme at Marleigh and Fen Ditton, we’re delighted
to invite all parents and carers to a special Online Safety Workshop led by Eduthing.
Eduthing will be delivering engaging sessions for all children in Years 1–6 across both
schools on Thursday 23rd October Marleigh and Friday 24th October Fen Ditton, and we’re
thrilled to extend this offer to benefit our parent community too.

Workshop Details:
📍 Thursday 23rd October at 4:30pm – Marleigh Primary Academy
📍 Friday 24th October at 9:00am – Fen Ditton Primary School

Each session will last approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour and is open to all parents and
carers from both schools. There’s no need to sign up – just come along!

These workshops will provide valuable insights into keeping children safe online, with
practical tips and up-to-date guidance tailored for families.

We’d like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the PTFAs at both Marleigh and Fen Ditton for
their generous donations, which have helped cover the cost of this fantastic opportunity for
both children and parents.

For more information on Eduthing please see
https://www.eduthing.co.uk/education/workshops/. 

We look forward to seeing you there!
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eduthing.co.uk%2Feducation%2Fworkshops%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camabrouk%40marleighprimary.org%7C6a9cec306b8b43b96ff708ddf792b727%7C8ba393df16e348e985d812aa9418ab73%7C0%7C0%7C638938931685863454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nMe1bcib9c6POImiWju4zhbfmaCYla6gLdz3jHOe4tU%3D&reserved=0


Order before the 22  October Deadlinend

Pre-order Your 2025 Marleigh Tea Towel
Keepsake
Following on from the success of last year’s tea towels, we’re pleased to announce your
child will be drawing their self-portrait again for this year’s edition! The tea towel will feature
self-portraits from all children across every class, making it a wonderful gift and keepsake of
their time at Marleigh.

Tea towels are available for just £8 each, and you can order as many as you like via My
Child At School > Products. Orders will be delivered to the school and distributed to
children before the end of the Autumn Term—just in time for Christmas!

How to order

Log into My Child At School
Find Products > Tea Towels
Add to basket!

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin


Yagmur - Squirrels
Akshara - Caterpillars

Joanna - Squirrels
Liviu - Ladybirds

Turing Johnson Einstein Cartwright

106 78 83 94

House Point Totals

Calling All STEM Enthusiasts!
We are looking for parent volunteers to share their passion for Science,
Technology, Engineering, or Maths by giving a short talk during a
school assembly. If you work in a STEM field or have an interesting STEM
hobby, we’d love for you to inspire our pupils! Please email
enquiries@marleighoffice.org and put for the attention of Mrs McLachlan
if you would like to take part or find out more.

mailto:enquiries@marleighoffice.org


https://forms.gle/Y4Eb7S2KPAzxnQqN9




https://marleighprimary.org/2025/09/16/reception-open-day-2026-27/


Autumn term 2025
Thursday 4th September to Friday 24th October
Half term: Monday 27th October – 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November to Friday 19th December
Christmas holidays: Monday 22nd December to
Tuesday 6th Jan

Spring term 2026
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20
February
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March to Friday
10th April

Summer term 2026
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May
Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July
Summer Holiday: Monday 20th July onwards

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September
Wednesday 3rd September
Monday 3rd November
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Term Dates 2025/26

https://www.facebook.com/MarleighPA/


Key Dates for Autumn 2025/26

Wed 1st to
Wed 8th Oct

Book Fair in school - Families invited to buy books from the fair as gifts or for own
children to enjoy and in turn we generate credit to purchase new books for our library.

Wed 8th Oct Year 3 and 4 Sporting experience - all children, during school day

Mon 13th and
Tue 14th Oct

Harvest - Donations for local food hub to be brought in to school

Wed 15th Oct
KS2 Cross Country tournament - 24 children will be invited to attend - during the school
day

Tue 21st Oct School Photos (individual photos) all school

Tue 21st Oct
Nursery stay and play session - all parents and carers welcome straight after drop off AM
or PM

Wed 22nd Oct Year 1 and 2 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 23rd Oct STEM day

Thu 23rd Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 5pm at Marleigh - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct
Parent Workshop - Children being active online- 9am at Fen Ditton - open to all Fen Ditton
and Marleigh parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing and
funded by the PTFA

Fri 24th Oct Last day of Autumn 1 half term

Mon 27th Oct
to Mon 3rd
Nov

Half term holiday - PTFA Halloween trail



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Tue 4th Nov First day of Autumn 2 for all children

Wed 5th Nov Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Mon 10th to
Fri 14th Nov

EYFS National Nursery Rhyme week

Tue 11th
Nov

Remembrance Day - all children invite to wear a poppy if they wish to

Wed 12th
Nov

Badgers Year 6 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 12th
Nov

Panathlon sports festival - 12 children will be invited to attend - during the school
day

Wed 12th
Nov

Butterflies Year R Stay and Play - all parents and carers welcome straight after
morning drop off 8:50-9:30am

Tues 18th
Nov

Flu vaccination

Wed 19th
Nov

Owls Year 4/5 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 19th
Nov

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children during school day

Wed 26th
Nov

Squirrels Year 3/4 class assembly - all parents and carers welcome 9:05-9:20

Wed 26th
Nov

Butterflies Reception sporting experience - all children, during school day

Wed 3rd Dec
Yoga festival - 12 Year 3 and 4 children will be invited to attend - during school
day

Thu 4th Dec PTFA Festive Fayre - 3:30-5pm - all parents, carers and family welcome

Mon 8th Dec Butterflies Reception Nativity - all parents and carers welcome 2:15

Wed 10th
Dec

Year 5 and 6 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 11th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 2:15pm

Fri 12th Dec Year 1 and 2 Christmas Concert - all parents and carers welcome 9:15am



Key Dates for Autumn 2025

Fri 12th Dec
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day - All children invited to attend school
wearing non uniform that includes a Christmas or Winter jumper - Families invited
to make a donation through our JustGiving page

Mon 15th
Dec

KS2 (Year 3,4,5 and 6) Church carol concert - all parents and carers welcome 2pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Nursery Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 2:30pm

Wed 17th
Dec

Year 3 and 4 sporting experience - all children, during school day

Thu 18th
Dec

Christmas sing a long with parents and carers 3pm

Fri 19th Dec Last day of Autumn 2 half term


