
Dear Parents,

It has been a while since the last communication from governors, as a result of the large changes which

have occurred across the school’s leadership team and governing body in the last term. Now that things

have begun to re-settle into a rhythm, we’d like to make some introductions, share some thanks, and provide

an update on developments in the two schools.

Firstly, we’re delighted to introduce ourselves as the new Co-Chairs of Governors, Xav Castelino and Dom

Vicinanza. We are both hugely passionate about the two schools, especially after our experience as

governors prior to this (Xav at Fen Ditton and Dom at Marleigh). It has already been so encouraging to work

more closely with the leadership team of the schools. Their care and drive, to provide the best possible

education for our students, is just brilliant.

Dom will be in this role for a full three-year term, while Xav will be in place for the remainder of this

academic year, at which point a new Co-Chair will be elected.

We are also pleased to share that, following discussions over the last few months, the governing bodies of

Fen Ditton Primary and Marleigh Primary Academy have officially merged. This new combined governing

body will now oversee both schools, streamlining our decision-making and creating even more opportunities

for collaboration between the schools. We’re confident this will strengthen our community and help us

continue to grow and improve together.

Some thanks

Firstly, we feel it is important to say how grateful we all are for the time, energy and care that Stuart Wood

gave in his time as Chair of Governors for the two schools. There has already been a lot for us to get our

heads round as Co-Chairs of a joint governing body, so Stuart’s willingness to be the sole Chair of two

separate governing bodies, for such a long period of time, is just extraordinary. 
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He has sacrificed a huge amount to support the schools. He remains the Minister at Barnwell Baptist

Church, and continues to give time to the local community – if you see him out and about, please don’t

hesitate to share any thanks you may have, which will mean a lot to him.

And additionally, we would love to take this opportunity to thank the whole school community, for the way

you have been supporting the schools! Changes like this to the leadership team and structures can be

challenging, but thanks to the community spirit from children, parents and staff, much of transition has

occurred seamlessly.

On the same theme, we’d like to take this opportunity to express our excitement and confidence in our new

Executive Headteacher, Mrs. Thompson, who joined us in November. Mrs. Thompson has already made a

very positive impact, and we’re looking forward to seeing how her leadership will continue to shape and

enhance the learning experience for all of our students.

Governor matters

After many years of service as governors, Chris Flood (Marleigh) and Chris Lindley (Fen Ditton) have

stepped back from their roles. We are hugely grateful for all of their efforts in their time as governors, and

Chris Lindley is continuing to support the schools by reducing the workload on staff in policy management.

We can confirm that there was no deliberate intention to remove all governors called Chris.

Additionally, we are delighted that Hannah-Beth Clark is joining the governing body, as a trust appointed

governor, bringing with her a range of experience from working in schools.

After the merging of the governing bodies, the governors across the two schools are now:

Trust Appointed Governors: Xavier Castelino (Co-Chair), Domenico Vicinanza (Co-Chair), Adam Burns,

James Burton, Hannah-Beth Clark, Lindsay Davies

Parent Governors (Fen Ditton): Miriam Ferrer

Parent Governors (Marleigh): Megha Kishore, Lauren Woods

Staff Governors: Emily Thompson (Executive Head), Rachel Bailham

Clerk: Stuart Hales
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We are always keen to hear from parents who might be interested in joining the governing body, and in

particular are in need of recruiting Fen Ditton parents, and anyone who may consider taking on the Co-

Chair role from 2025-26. If you would like to learn more about the role and how you can contribute to the

school community, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. We’d be happy to discuss the opportunity

further and explore how you can get involved.

We’d like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of our governors for their continued dedication and support.

The work of the governing body is vital to the success of our schools, and we are deeply grateful for the time

and energy they invest to ensure we provide a safe and inspiring environment for our children.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support, and we wish you all a successful and happy 2025!

Warm regards

Xav & Dom

Co-Chairs of Governors

Fen Ditton Primary School and Marleigh Primary Academy

xcastelino@anglianlearning.org

dvicinanza@anglianlearning.org
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What an exciting fortnight it has been in Hercules Class!
We have been diving deep into history, science, art, and
maths, tackling new challenges with enthusiasm and
curiosity.

In History, we stepped back in time to Ancient Greece,
exploring the fascinating differences between Athens and
Sparta. The highlight was our lively debate, where
students argued passionately about which city-state
offered a better way of life. We also delved into the minds
of great Greek philosophers—Aristotle, Socrates,
Pythagoras, and Plato—discussing their ideas and how
they continue to influence us today.

In Science, we’ve been developing our classification
skills, starting with animals. The class learned how to
group creatures based on their characteristics, focusing
on invertebrates. We then applied our classification skills
to plants, identifying different species and their features.

Our Art lessons have been all about retro-futuristic art.
We've been creating printing plates to use for space-
inspired collagraphy. We experimented with different
materials—lentils, rice, bubble wrap, and hessian—to
create our unique printing plates. The results have been
fantastic. 

News from our classrooms

Hercules Class



In Vulcan Class, we've had an exciting time exploring
science and history! 

In science, we've been investigating the properties of
materials, experimenting with twisting, stretching,
bending, and squashing to understand how different
materials behave. 

In history, we've learned about the fascinating journeys
of Amelia Earhart and the moon landings. We even
came up with some great questions to ask Neil
Armstrong, like, "How did you feel when you stepped
onto the moon?" 

On Tuesday, we had a fantastic time at our sports event,
participating in a variety of activities and games with the
children from Fen Ditton. It was a great opportunity for
everyone to stay active and have fun! Thank you to Mr
Parker for organising this for us.  

Vulcans Class

Next week, we will having our class
assembly, which we are very excited about,
and we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Tyson
as she ends her placement with us. We look
forward to welcoming Mr Chambers back to
Vulcan Class after the half term holiday.



This week in EYFS, we had a delightful time reading the story of The Gingerbread Man and
then retold the story using props, bringing the characters to life. To help with the retelling, we
also created a class story map, which was a fun way for the children to remember the
sequence of events. 

Creative Play and Imaginative Cooking in Action!
This week in our classroom, we saw some wonderful examples of creativity and role play. One
child carefully used cutters to shape a gingerbread man out of play-doh, showcasing excellent
fine motor skills as they pressed and moulded the dough into a perfect shape. The child took
on the role of a chef, very seriously pretending to cook the gingerbread man in the role play
oven! 

In phonics we have been learning //y// and //z// and exploring words that begin or contain
these sounds.

One of the highlights of the week was our investigation table! The children got to explore
different smells that make up the gingerbread flavour, like root ginger, cinnamon sticks, and
ground ginger. They had the chance to smell and explore these ingredients, learning about
how they’re used in baking and how they make the gingerbread smell so delicious.

Comets Class



In our creative area we have been colour mixing red and yellow to make orange. The
children then painted their gingerbread. Next week we can add eyes and the buttons.

In Maths this week, our little learners have been exploring the concept of capacity in a fun and
hands-on way! We have been investigating different-sized containers to discover how much
they can hold and whether they are nearly full, full, or empty. The children enjoyed playing
with sand and water, testing their ideas by filling and emptying containers of various shapes
and sizes. It was wonderful to see the children making predictions about what would happen
and then testing their ideas to see if they were correct. This activity helped develop their
understanding of volume and introduced them to early mathematical concepts in a playful and
engaging way.

We encourage you to continue exploring these concepts at home. You could try measuring
different containers in the kitchen or garden, or even play with sand and water to see how
much each container holds!

It’s been a week full of creativity, exploration, and fun!
Thank you for your support!

Important Reading Group Update:
Finally, please keep an eye out for a message in your child's reading journal, which will let you
know which day they are scheduled to read. We've introduced new Julia Donaldson-themed
reading groups! These groups may change from time to time, so it’s important to make sure
your child's reading book is in school every day.
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Turing Johnson Einstein Cartwright

118 167 153 120

House Point Totals

Anushka - Blackbirds
Evie - Vulcans

News and reminders
Click to read our latest blog posts...

STEM Light Day

Next Thursday (13.02.25) , it is our STEM Light Day! It is

going to be a day full of fun and exciting STEM activities

all with a light theme. Parents are welcome to join

from 3pm.

Cool Milk

We have a lot of milk that is going to waste at the end of

every week. Milk is offered to children whose parents have

registered on CoolMilk.com. If you have registered your

child for milk please check they still want to receive it and

update your account accordingly. No one likes to see waste!

https://marleighprimary.org/2025/02/07/year-3s-adventure-at-clip-n-climb-conquering-fears-and-building-confidence/
https://marleighprimary.org/2025/02/06/house-captains-attend-childrens-ai-summit-in-london/
https://www.coolmilk.com/


For parents of children in Year 1 to Year 6 please do remember the importance of your child engaging

with Times Table Rock Stars to help their times table skills and knowledge. Practice at home is vital for

this. Each child has a log in and we monitor and celebrate attainment and progress in school. As a

reminder please see the guides at the end of this newsletter for how to use the programme.

RSE

Have you read the curriculum guide that was sent home? You can find it on our school website in the

PSHE curriculum section. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Maths

...continued
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Spring term 
Monday 6th January to Friday 4th April
Half term: Monday 17 February to Friday
21 February
Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April
Easter holidays: Monday 7 April – Friday
18th April

Summer term 
Tuesday 22nd April to Wednesday 23rd
July
Back to school Wednesday 24th April
Bank holiday Monday 5th May (school
closed)
Half term: Monday 26th May to Friday 30th
May
Back to school Tuesday 3rd June
Last day of term 23rd July

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Tuesday 22 April
Monday 2 June

Term Dates 2024/25

Autumn term 2025
Thursday 4th September to Friday 24th October
Half term: Monday 27th October – 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November to Friday 19th December
Christmas holidays: Monday 22nd December to
Tuesday 6th Jan

Spring term 2026
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20
February
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March to Friday
10th April

Summer term 2026
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May
Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July
Summer Holiday: Monday 20th July onwards

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September
Wednesday 3rd September
Monday 3rd November
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Term Dates 2025/26










