
As we end a busy and productive Spring Term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on everything our

children, staff, and the wider school community have achieved together. This term has been filled with

remarkable progress, exciting learning experiences, and plenty of memorable moments.

Our children have demonstrated resilience and enthusiasm in the classroom, embracing the challenges of

their studies with determination and a positive attitude. From engaging in creative projects to achieving

outstanding results in assessments, I am proud of all their efforts and accomplishments.

A specific highlight for me has been the opportunities to have parents and carers in to school. Increasing

these opportunities is a focus for us and from two STEM days to reading breakfasts on World Book Day

and family workshops during Science week to Parents Evening for all children it has been a pleasure to

experience these opportunities together.

As we move into the summer term, we look forward to further growth and progress. It will be an exciting

time, with many events and opportunities for our children to showcase their talents and hard work. I am

confident that, with the continued support of our dedicated staff, parents, and the local community, we will

finish the academic year on a high note.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their continued support and hard work

throughout the term. Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break, and I look forward to welcoming

everyone back for an exciting and successful Summer Term on Wednesday 23rd April.

4th April 2025
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Blackbirds have enjoyed their cooking unit this
half term. After learning about seasonal food and
developing their peeling and chopping skills, this
week they made their vegetable tarts. We had
great fun tasting and comparing tarts and I hope
some of you got a chance to taste them at home. 

News from our classrooms

Blackbirds Class



Spitfire Class

Reminders

With the weather getting warmer

please remember to apply sunscreen

to your child and provide them with a

sun hat.

As we approach the end of term, we would like to take a
moment to reflect on all the exciting and educational activities
that our children have enjoyed this week. It's been a
wonderful lead-up to the Easter holidays, filled with creativity,
learning, and fun!

Easter-Themed Learning
This week, Nursery children have been immersing
themselves in the spirit of Easter. In class, we've been
exploring the meaning of Easter, listening to Easter stories,
and singing Easter songs. The children have also been
engaged in various Easter-themed activities, including:

Pom-Pom Easter Printing: Our little artists have been refining their fine motor skills by
creating Easter prints using pom-poms. The children loved experimenting with different
colours to make their designs unique!

Number Matching on Eggs: In Maths, the children have been matching numbers to Easter
eggs. This fun, hands-on activity helped reinforce number recognition and counting skills in
an engaging and festive way.

STEM Day: Flight Fun!
We also had a fantastic STEM Day, where our budding engineers and scientists explored
the exciting world of flight. The children learned about the principles of flight and tested
their understanding by designing and making their own paper aeroplanes. It was a
wonderful hands-on experience that encouraged problem-solving and teamwork as they
experimented with different designs to see which flew the furthest!

As we break for Easter and look time together as a family, we hope you have a wonderful
and restful break, and we look forward to welcoming you back after the holidays for more
exciting learning adventures.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter!



Hurricanes Class

This week, the children explored the theme of “Similarities and Differences” working in
our PSHE lesson. Each child had to compare themselves with their peers, reflecting on how
they are alike and different. They discussed various topics, including their hobbies,
interests, and their appearance. Through this activity, the children gained a deeper
understanding of how every person is unique, while also learning to appreciate common
ground with others. They discovered that despite differences, there are always similarities to
celebrate! This helped them develop empathy, improve their communication skills, and
learn how to embrace diversity.

Our STEM Day on Wednesday was a huge success! The children had the chance to design
and test their very own paper aeroplanes. After the initial build, they had a lot of fun flying
their planes and observing how they performed, they then had the opportunity to modify
their design. The children retested their designs the following day and used their maths
skills to measure the distance flown in metres and create a bar graph to show the results.



You can now order your Year 6 leavers hoody. Hoodies will be delivered to school and must be

ordered by 18th April at the latest.

Turing Johnson Einstein Cartwright

250 303 304 325

House Point Totals

Sheldon - Blackbirds

School Leavers Hoodies Now Available! 

Available to Year 6 only

https://shop.teamhoodies.co.uk/marleighprimary25
https://shop.teamhoodies.co.uk/marleighprimary25


Art Club with the Artist Bookbinder - Creativity, Fun, and Mindfulness for kids

Starting on Friday April 25th, this club is a fun, creative space where children can explore their

imagination and express themselves through art, using a mix of artistic techniques and eco-friendly

materials.

During these art sessions, children will experiment with painting, collage, and mixed-media projects,

using environmentally-friendly water-based media, and everyday materials like coffee, leaves, and paper

scraps to create something truly special. No experience needed—just curiosity and a love for making!

📍 Where: MPA Primary Academy STEM Room

🗓 When: 3:15-4:15pm on Fridays during term time 

👧👦 Who: Open to primary school children of all artistic abilities

💷 Price: £115 per term (all materials provided)

🔹 Spaces are limited - please contact info@theartistbookbinder.com to reserve your space

Why join this club?

🎨 Encourages Creativity – Helps children develop original ideas and think outside the box.

🖌 Improves Focus & Fine Motor Skills – Hands-on activities enhance coordination and patience.

😊 Supports Emotional Wellbeing – Art provides a safe and relaxing way to express feelings.

🌱 Eco-Friendly Fun – We make beautiful creations using environmentally-friendly, recycled and natural

materials!

Who’s the Artist Bookbinder?

Mariapaola, the Artist Bookbinder, is a Cambridge-based artist and a member of the Visual Artists

Association and of the Society of Bookbinders. Passionate about the healing power of creativity, she

earned a certificate in Art Therapy, deepening her understanding of how artistic expression can nurture

wellbeing. Her work goes beyond creating beautiful pieces—she is dedicated to providing inspiring and

mindful spaces where others can explore their own creativity.

NEW Art Club

Find more of her work:

🎨 Watercolours:

https://www.instagram.com/mp.watercolour

📖 Bookbinding:

https://www.instagram.com/theartistbookbinder

🌍 Website: 

https://theartistbookbinder.com/

mailto:info@theartistbookbinder.com
https://www.instagram.com/mp.watercolour
https://www.instagram.com/theartistbookbinder
https://theartistbookbinder.com/


Flight STEM day
On Wednesday, we took to the skies with an exciting STEM day all about Flight! We explored the

science behind aerodynamics, thrust, and air resistance through hands-on workshops designed to

inspire curiosity and creativity.

We made paper planes, experimenting with different wing shapes to see which would fly furthest. We

also investigated how some seeds are dispersed by using a helicopter like motion and watching our

paper seeds twirl was a highlight of the day.

Finally, we launched our own rockets to investigate Newton’s third law. We had a lot of fun racing our

balloon rockets across the room.

Throughout the day, we engaged in scientific inquiry, problem-solving, and teamwork, making

discoveries that brought the wonders of flight to life. We can’t wait for our next STEM adventure!



Easter Egg Hunt
A big thank you to the PTFA and all the parents/carers for their generous donations and participation! 



As our pupils and their families get set for the Easter

break, I would like to take this opportunity to share some

key highlights of the work Anglian Learning has

undertaken during an empowering Spring term.

I begin with a warm welcome to Clare Community Primary

School, based in Clare, Suffolk, who joined Anglian

Learning alongside Stour Valley Community School on 1

March 2025. One continued focus across our primary

schools has been school improvement. 

Director of Primary Education

At the start of the Spring term, we were pleased to appoint Laura Rawlings, Deputy Director of Primary

Education, who has been supporting our ongoing primary school improvement work, driven by a clear

focus on progress, attainment, and targeted support. 

This term, our primary school improvement work has been driven by a clear focus on progress,

attainment, and targeted support. Working closely with school leaders, we have analysed data forecasts

based on progress and attainment over the Autumn term. This has allowed us to reflect on trends,

celebrate successes, and identify areas for further development. Alongside this, we have reviewed the

excellent work that schools have undertaken towards achieving their academy improvement plan

priorities, ensuring a strong alignment between strategy and impact. In addition to Trust-wide priorities,

we have also worked directly with school leaders on bespoke school improvement work, providing

tailored support to meet the specific needs of individual academies.

I wish all families a restful Easter break and thank you for your continued support. For more information

on our Trust’s activities, please visit our website www.anglianlearning.org, or follow us on Facebook,

Instagram and LinkedIn.

Rachael Johnston, Director of Primary Education 

https://anglianlearning.org/anglian-learning-strengthens-leadership-team-with-new-deputy-directors/
http://www.anglianlearning.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AnglianLearning
https://www.instagram.com/anglianlearning/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/anglian-learning/?originalSubdomain=uk


Spring term 
Monday 6th January to Friday 4th April
Half term: Monday 17 February to Friday
21 February
Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April
Easter holidays: Monday 7 April – Friday
18th April

Summer term 
Tuesday 22nd April to Wednesday 23rd
July
Back to school Wednesday 23rd April
Bank holiday Monday 5th May (school
closed)
Half term: Monday 26th May to Friday 30th
May
Back to school Tuesday 3rd June
Last day of term 23rd July

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Tuesday 22 April
Monday 2 June

Term Dates 2024/25

Autumn term 2025
Thursday 4th September to Friday 24th October
Half term: Monday 27th October – 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November to Friday 19th December
Christmas holidays: Monday 22nd December to
Tuesday 6th Jan

Spring term 2026
Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20
February
Monday 23rd February to Friday 27th March
Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March to Friday
10th April

Summer term 2026
Monday 13th April to Friday 22nd May
Half Term: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June to Friday 17th July
Summer Holiday: Monday 20th July onwards

INSET Days (closed to pupils)
Monday 1st September
Tuesday 2nd September
Wednesday 3rd September
Monday 3rd November
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Term Dates 2025/26

https://www.facebook.com/MarleighPA/
https://www.facebook.com/MarleighPA/













